
Year 

Group 
Key Vocabulary 

6 

Purpose 

Models 

Planning 

Characterisation 

Appropriate grammar 

Stylistic devices 

Viewpoint 

Subject verb agreement 

Synonyms/Antonyms 

Ambiguity 

Hyphens 

Semi-Colons 

Ellipsis  

5 

Cohesion 

Audience 

Note-taking 

Dialogue 

Experimentation  

Figurative language 

Passive verbs 

Modal verbs 

Parenthesis 

Colon lists 

Bullet points  

4 

Complex Sentences 

Atmosphere  

Formal/informal tone 

Perform 

Assess effectiveness  

Commas 

Standard 

3 

Genre 

Plan Ideas 

Organisational Devices 

Evaluate and edit  

Clauses 

Direct Speech 

Commas 

Relative Clauses  

 

2 

Sentence Openings 

Co-ordinating 

Sub-ordinating 

Past, present, progressive 

Statement  

Command 

Question  

Vocabulary Choices 

Expanded Noun Phrase 

Style  

Cohesion 

Apostrophe 

Contraction 

Proof-reading  

1 

Conjunctions 

Story language 

Sequence 

Word Class 

Features 

Question Marks 

Exclamation Marks  

Suffix 

Prefix  

Tense  

FS 

Simple sentence 

Phonics knowledge 

Mark making 

Full stops 

Capital letters 

Finger spaces  

Name  

Tricky words 

Effect Text Structure 
Sentence Structure 

and Punctuation 

Some indication of 
basic purpose , particu-
lar form or awareness 
of reader. 

Give meaning to marks  
 

 

Relevant ideas and 
content.  

Year 

Group 
Cultural Capital  

6 

 

5 

 

4 

Royal Observatory  

Litter pick  

World Environment Day  

3 

 

2 

 

1 

 

FS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discuss genres of writ-
ing.  

Link paragraph across a piece 
of writing.  

Use a range of sen-
tence types and 
lengths.  

 

Write name, labels, lists and 
captions 

Write simple sentences 
 

 

Attempts to write short 
sentences in meaningful 
contexts. 
 

 

Use phonic knowledge to match 
graphemes with phonemes.  
 

 

Spell irregular common words.  

 

Spell phonetically plausible 
words.  

 

Communicates meaning 
through repetition  of 
key words.  

Mostly simple vocabu-
lary  

Some descriptive lan-
guage. E.g colour, size 
or emotion.  

Basic information and 
ideas conveyed through 
word choice.  

Simple connections 
between ideas/events 
e.g. repeated nouns, 
pronouns.  

Can write simple sen-
tences that joins two 
sentences with ‘and’.  

Events/ideas sometimes 
in appropriate order 
e.g. actions listed in 
time sequence.  

Some formulaic phrases 
indicate start/end of 
text. For example  
Once upon a time, one 
day. 

Phonetically plausible 
attempts at words with 
digraphs and double 
letters.  

Usually correct spelling 
of simple common 
words.  

Reliance on simple 
phrases and clauses.  

Uses capital letters for 
proper nouns and ‘I’.  

Uses question marks 
and exclamation marks 

Uses full stops and 
capital letters to de-
marcate sentences.  

Sufficient number of 
recognisable words for 
writing to be recognisa-
ble.  

Adding the prefix –un.  Using –ing, -er, -est 
where no change is 
needed to the root 
word.  

Adding –s and –es to 
words (plurals of nouns 
and third person singu-
lar of verbs.  

Mostly grammatically 
accurate clauses.  

Brief comments and 
actions to suggest a 
viewpoint.  

Word choices to create 
interest.  

Some attempts to adopt 
a style.  

Make simple additions 
and revisions in proof 
reading.  

Sequencing of ideas  Correct clause struc-
ture  

Past and present tense 
consistent and includes 
progressive tense.  

Variation in sentence 
openers,  

Use expanded noun 
phrases.  

Includes statements, 
commands, questions 
and exclamations.  

Start to use sub-
ordinating and co-
ordinating conjunc-
tions.  

Capital letters and full 
stops used correctly.  

Use apostrophes in 
contractions.  

Some accurate use of 
questions, exclamation 
marks and commas in 
lists.  

Create characters, 
setting and plot.  

Evaluate and edit my 
work.  

Reads own work aloud.  

Proof-read and make 
improvements.  

Use time-conjunctions.  

Begin to use para-
graphs to group ideas.  

Use simple organisa-
tional devices 
(headings/
subheadings).  

Create sentences with 
more than one clause.  

Plan ideas for writing.  

Maintain correct tense 
throughout.  

Make improvements to 
my use of SPAG.  

Use nouns and pro-
nouns correctly.  

Use relative conjunc-
tions and clauses.   

Spelling rules taught 
are used: See Year 3 
Spelling Journal.  

Use ‘a’ or ‘an’ correct-
ly.  Begin to punctuate 

direct speech.  

Experiment with ambitious 
vocabulary to describe charac-
ter, setting and atmosphere.  

Use a range of sentence 
types—simple, compound and 
complex.  

Uses relative clauses.  

Plan a range of genres using 
appropriate language and 
features.  

Simple organisation devices for 
non-fiction texts.  

Formal/informal tone  
Possessive apostrophe including 
plurals.  

Range of conjunctions used.  Standard form of English.  

Punctuate direct speech 
accurately with a range of 
punctuation.  

Commas are used after 
fronted adverbials.  

Clear structure when 
writing fiction and non
-fiction.  

Propose changes to 
vocabulary, grammar 
and punctuation to 
enhance and clarify.  

Note taking  Proof read for spelling 
and punctation errors.  

Describe to portray 
characters, setting and 
atmosphere.  

Links ideas to ensure 
flow and sense.  

Use paragraphs to 
organise content of 
writing.   

Formal speech and 
writing subjunctive.  

Commas for lists and 
to separate clauses.  

Cohesive devices 

Relative clauses and 
pronouns. 

Prefixes and suffixes 

Homophones  Modal verbs degrees of 
possibility 

Converts nouns or 
adjectives to verbs 
using suffixes.  

Morphology 
Etymology  

Dictionaries used to 
check meaning and 
improve word choices.  

Using writing models  
Changing formality 
and using stylist devic-
es.  

Describe setting and 
develop characterisa-
tion through appear-
ance and dialogue. 

Include dialogue to 
advance action.  

Assesses effectiveness.  

Selecting appropriate 
vocabulary.  

Identifying audience 
and purpose.  

Varying sentence 
structure.  

Expanded noun phrases 

Note taking  

Passive voice  

Using organisational 
and presentational 
devices.  

Use a wide range of 
devices to build cohe-
sion.  

Developing ideas draw-
ing in research.  

Chooses suitable plan-
ning methods  

Correctly punctuates 
speech.  

Punctuate bullet points 
consistently.  

Use colons in lists.  

Use semi-colons, colons 
and dashes to separate 
independent clauses.  

Use hyphens to avoid 
ambiguity.  

Use brackets , dashes 
and commas to indi-
cate parenthesis.  

Consistent and correct 
tense.  

Commas in list and to 
separate clauses.  

Demonstrate how 
words are related: 
synonyms and anto-
nyms.  

Progression in the Curriculum: 

 WRITING 


