


•Phonics is a method of teaching children to read. Phonics works by breaking words 

down into individual sounds. 

•There are 44 different sounds in the English language. 

•Learning to read with phonics is therefore a bit like learning a code, after learning 

just a few sounds, you will be able to use this code to read 100's of words. The 

more sounds you know, the more words you will be able to work out how to read.

•Not all words are phonetically decode-able however, a select few words you need to 

learn through the 'sight words' method of learning to read. Sight words (also known 

as tricky words) is when you learn to read by memorising thousands of words 

individually. Although, it could be argued that this is not the most efficient way to 

learn to read.



At RGPS, we follow the Jolly Phonics Programme. 

This is a Department for Education validated programme that is used 

world-wide. 

Jolly Phonics is a fun, multi-sensory synthetic phonics programme 

that gets children reading and writing from an early age. 



What are the key skills required for reading and writing?

1. Learning the letter names and sounds

2. Learning letter formation

3. Segmenting and blending

4. The tricky words

5. Identifying sounds within words

These skills are all taught alongside each other.



Sequence of Lesson What we do

Revisit/Review Flashcards to practice phonemes taught and 

learnt so far.

Teach Teach the new phoneme.

Practice Practice reading, spelling and writing words 

with the new grapheme.

Apply Read words and captions by sounding out and 

blending.  For example,

A cat in the hat.

The dog ran to get the stick.



In Reception we begin 

phonics once the 

children are full time 

in school. 

We work through Step 

One of Jolly Phonics 

till Christmas. 

Once this is done we 

may revisit sounds to 

practise using and 

applying them.



How can you support at home?



Early Reading:  Video Clip – Miss Egan reading with a child



• In Year 1, children revisit sounds that they learnt in Reception.

• They also learn alternative sounds, such as ai, ay, a-e, and learn rules to support them in 

choosing the correct grapheme when spelling

ai – rain, pain, train, aim

ay – pay, tray, stay

a-e – cake, name, snake, elevate

• Children also learn high frequency words as part of weekly phonics lessons.





• Every Year 1 child in the country will be taking the Phonics 

Screening Check in the week beginning 10th June.

• The aim of the check is to ensure that all children are able 

decode and blend unknown words by using and applying the 

phonics knowledge that they have acquired throughout Reception 

and Year 1.  

• It will be carried out by a member of SLT or the Year Group 

Leader.



•The check is very similar to tasks the children already complete during 

phonics lessons. 

•Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend the sounds together. 

For example,  d-o-g - dog

•The focus of the check is to see which sounds the children know and 

therefore the children will also be asked to read made up ‘nonsense’  words.

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+segmenting&start=83&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=4hkhmDNNH3HuvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/2012/03/07/phonics-help/&docid=Lh1Yvg-kLUVVQM&imgurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/dog-phonics-flashcard.jpg&w=630&h=400&ei=aOh9T9W9H8v58QPSi7GmDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=625&vpy=221&dur=41&hovh=179&hovw=282&tx=180&ty=82&sig=117638893342511017181&page=5&tbnh=149&tbnw=253&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:83,i:9


•The check includes real words as well as ‘nonsense words’.  Children practice 

this regularly in phonics lessons.



•The National Curriculum for Year 1



Any child that did not meet the expected threshold for the 

Phonics Screening Check in Year 1, will have the opportunity 

to resit the check.

Additional support is given to further support these children.



In Year 2, children continue to develop their Phonics skills if 

needed. 

However, there is a much stronger focus on spelling words 

accurately and applying a range of suffixes and prefixes.  



•The National Curriculum for Year 2



•The National Curriculum for Year 2





1. Encourage your child to read. 

2. Read aloud regularly

3. Encourage reading choice

4. Read together 

5. Create a comfortable environment 

6. Talk about books 

7. Bring reading to life 

8. Engage your child with reading in a 

way that suits them



•The spelling journal is linked to phonics lessons so use this to support your 

child.

•Have a go at the practise pages in the spelling journal as well as the 

weekly activities.

•Make use of the sound mats at home when completing homework.

•If your child does write a word and it is spelt incorrectly but they have 

used their phonics, praise them but then show them how to spell it 

correctly.




