
Progression of Skills and Knowledge in: 

English—Reading   

Year Group Key Vocabulary 

6 

Context 

Statement, fact and opinion 

Organisational features   

Wider implications 

Informed opinions 

Inferences 

quotations 

Textual conventions 

Time periods  

Comparisons  

Reasoned justification  

 

5 

Word meaning 

Dictionary  

Thesaurus  

Inference  

Summarise 

Fiction 

Non-fiction 

Main themes  

Justify 

Comparisons 

Recommendations  

Exploration 

Morphology 

Etymology  

Implied  

Evaluate 

Authorial voice  

Figurative language  

Language features 

Impact 

Views and preferences  

Retrieve, record and present  

4 

Themes 

Connections 

Prefixes 

Suffixes 

Inferences 

Evidence  

Context 

Meaning  

Language structure  

Presentation  

Debate  

Fiction 

Non-fiction 

Reference  

Dictionaries 

Themes 

Conventions 

Scripts  

Summarise 

Structure  

3 

Root word 

Prefix 

Suffix 

Inferences  

Infer meaning  

Word meaning  

Author’s intent  

Genre  

Effect  

Retrieve  

Language  

Structure  

Etymology 

Morphology  

Legends 

Myths  

Retelling 

Identify  

Tone 

Volume 

Justify  

2 

Punctuation  

Inference 

Deduction  

Genre 

Structure 

Language 

Links  

Graphemes 

Clarify  

Non-fiction  

Reading for pleasure 

Sequence 

Traditional tales 

Discuss 

Intonation  

 

1 

Phonemes  
Graphemes  
Decode 
Retell 
Predict  
Personal experience  
Questions  
Syllable  
Suffix 
Segment  
Blend  
Vocabulary  
Rhyme 
Inference  
Aloud  
Fluency  
Explain  

EYFS 

Phonemes 

Tricky words  

Decode 

Blend 

Digraph  

Rhyme/rhyming 

Poem 

Songs  

Characters 

Settings 

Predict  

Word Reading  Comprehension Reading for Pleasure  

Say a sound for 
each letter in the 
alphabet and at 
least 10 digraphs.  

Year Group 

Cultural Capital  

Behaviours and Attitudes  

6 

Participates in discussions 

about books and challenges 

views. 

World Book Week  

Author Visits 

Communication with au-

thors via Twitter  

Reading Buddies with EYFS 

and KS1 pupils  

Exploring narratives with a 

BAME focus  

Library Slots  

Class Reading  

5 

Reads for pleasure  

World Book Week  

Author Visits 

Communication with au-

thors via Twitter  

Reading Buddies with EYFS 

and KS1 pupils 

Exploring narratives with a 

BAME focus  

Library Slots  

Class Reading  

4 

Reads for a range of pur-

poses  

Recommends texts, giving 

reasons why.  

World Book Week  

Author Visits 

Communication with au-

thors via Twitter  

Exploring narratives with a 

BAME focus  

Library Slots  

Class Reading  

 

 

 

3 

Develops and justifies read-

ing preferences.  

World Book Week  

Author Visits 

Communication with au-

thors via Twitter  

Exploring narratives with a 

BAME focus  

Library Slots  

Class Reading  

2 

Beginning to show reading  

preferences 

Discuss and enjoys a higher 

level of books  

World Book Week  

Author Visits 

Communication with au-

thors via Twitter  

Exploring narratives with a 

BAME focus  

Preparation for Destination 

Reader  

Black History Month 

Library Slots  

Class Reading  

 

  

1 

World Book Week  

Author Visits 

Communication with au-

thors via Twitter  

Exploring narratives with a 

BAME focus  

Annual Literacy Calendar 

Black History Month  

Library Slots  

Class Reading  

EYFS 

World Book Week  

Author Visits 

Communication with au-

thors via Twitter  

Exploring narratives with a 

BAME focus  

Annual Literacy Calendar 

Black History Month  

Class Reading  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apply phonic 
knowledge and skills as 
the route to decode 
words. 

Continue to apply 
phonic knowledge 
and skills as the route 
to decode words until 
automatic decoding 
has become embed-
ded and reading is 
fluent.  

Apply their growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and suf-
fixes (morphology and etymolo-
gy), both to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning of new 
words that they meet 

Discuss what has 
been read with 
others.  
 

 

Anticipate—where 
appropriate—key 
events in stories.  
 

 

Read words con-
sistent with their 
phonic 
knowledge by 
sound-blending.  

Respond speedily with the 
correct sound to graphemes 
(letters or groups of letters) for 
all 40+ phonemes, including, 
where applicable, alternative 
sounds for graphemes.  

Read accurately by blending 
sounds in unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs that have 
been taught.  

Read common excep-
tion words, noting unu-
sual correspondences 
between spelling and 
sound and where these 
occur in the word.  

Apply their growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and suf-
fixes (etymology and morpholo-
gy) both to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning of new 
words they meet 

Demonstrate under-
standing of what has 
been read to them 
by retelling stories  
and narratives using 
their own words and 
recently introduced 
vocabulary.  

Use and understand 
recently introduced vo-
cabulary during discus-
sions about stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and po-
ems and during role-
play.  

Read aloud simple sentenc-
es and books that are con-
sistent with their phonic 
knowledge, including some 
common exception words.  

Read words containing 

Read other words of more than 
one syllable that contain 
taught GPCs.  

Read words with con-
tractions [for example, 
I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and un-
derstand that the apos-
trophe represents the 
omitted letter(s) 

Read books aloud, accurately, 
that are consistent with their 
developing phonic knowledge 
and that do not require them to 
use other strategies to work 
out words.  

Re-read these books to 
build up their fluency 
and confidence in word 
reading.  

Listening to and discussing  a wide 
range of poems , stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond that they 
can read independently.   

Being encouraged  to link what 
they read or hear  to their own 
experiences.  

Becoming very familiar with key 
stories, fairy stories and tradi-
tional tales, retelling them and 
considering their particular 
characteristics 

Recognising and joining in with 
predictable phrases 

Learning to appreciate rhymes 
and poems, and to recite some 
by heart 

Discussing word meanings, 
linking new meanings to those 
already known.  

Drawing on what they already 
know or on background infor-
mation and vocabulary provid-
ed by the teacher.  

Checking that the text makes 
sense to them as they read, 
and correcting inaccurate read-
ing.  

Discussing the significance of 
the title and events 

Making inferences on the basis 
of what is being said and done 

Predicting what might happen 
on the basis of what has been 
read so far 

Participate in discussion about 
what is read to them, taking 
turns and listening to what 
others say 

Explain clearly their under-
standing of what is read to 
them 

Read accurately by 
blending the sounds 
in words that contain 
the graphemes taught 
so far, especially 
recognising alterna-
tive sounds for graph-
emes 

Read accurately 
words of two or more 
syllables that contain 
the same graphemes 
as above 

Read words containing 
common suffixes.  

Read further common 
exception words, noting 
unusual correspondenc-
es between spelling and 
sound and where these 
occur in the word.   

Read most words 
quickly and accurate-
ly, without overt 
sounding and blend-
ing, when they have 
been frequently en-
countered.  

Read aloud books close-
ly matched to their 
improving phonic 
knowledge, sounding 
out unfamiliar words 
accurately, automatical-
ly and without undue 
hesitation.  

Re-read these books 
to build up their fluen-
cy and confidence in 
word reading.  

Listening to, discussing and 
expressing views about a 
wide range of contemporary 
and classic poetry, stories 
and non-fiction at a level 
beyond that at which they 
can read independently 

Discussing the se-
quence of events in 
books and how items of 
information are related 

Becoming increasing-
ly familiar with and 
retelling a wider 
range of stories, fairy 
stories and traditional 
tales.  

Being introduced to 
non-fiction books that 
are structured in dif-
ferent ways.  

Discussing and clari-
fying the meanings of 
words, linking new 
meanings to known 
vocabulary 

Recognising simple 
recurring literary lan-
guage in stories and 
poetry.  

Discussing their fa-
vourite words and 
phrases.  

Continuing to build up 
a repertoire of poems 
learnt by heart, appre-
ciating these and 
reciting some, with 
appropriate intonation 
to make the meaning 
clear.  

Drawing on what they 
already know or on 
background infor-
mation and vocabu-
lary provided by the 
teacher.  

Checking that the text 
makes sense to them 
as they read, and cor-
recting inaccurate read-
ing.  

Making inferences on 
the basis of what is 
being said and done 

Answering and asking 
questions.  

Predicting what might 
happen on the basis 
of what has been 
read so far 

Participate in discus-
sion about books, 
poems and other 
works that are read to 
them and those that 
they can read for 
themselves, taking 
turns and listening to 
what others say.  

Read further exception words, 
noting the unusual correspond-
ences between spelling and 
sound, and where these occur in 
the word 

 Listening to and discussing a 
wide range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and reference 

Reading books that are struc-
tured in different ways and read-
ing for a range of purposes 

Using dictionaries to check the 
meaning of words that they have 
read.  

Increasing their familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including 
fairy stories, myths and legends, 
and retelling some of these oral-

Identifying themes and conven-
tions in a wide range of books.  Preparing poems and play 

scripts to read aloud and to per-
form, showing understanding 
through intonation, tone, volume 
and action.  

Identifying themes and conven-
tions in a wide range of books.  

Discussing words and phrases 
hat capture the reader’s interest 
and imagination.  

Identifying themes and conven-
tions in a wide range of books.  

Recognising some different 
forms of poetry [for example, 
free verse, narrative poetry].  Discussing words and phrases 

hat capture the reader’s interest 
and imagination.  

Checking that the text makes 
sense to them, discussing their 
understanding, and explaining 

Asking questions to improve 
their understanding of a text.  

Drawing inferences such as 
inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences 

Predicting what might happen 
from details stated and implied.  

identifying main ideas drawn 
from more than 1 paragraph and 
summarising these 

identifying how language, struc-
ture, and presentation contribute 
to meaning 

Retrieve and record information 
from non-fiction 

Participate in discussion about 
both books that are read to them 
and those they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and 

 Listening to and discussing a 
wide range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and reference 

Reading books that are struc-
tured in different ways and read-
ing for a range of purposes 

Using dictionaries to check the 
meaning of words that they have 
read.  

Increasing their familiarity with a 
wide range of books, including 
fairy stories, myths and legends, 
and retelling some of these oral-

Identifying themes and conven-
tions in a wide range of books.  Preparing poems and play 

scripts to read aloud and to per-
form, showing understanding 
through intonation, tone, volume 
and action.  

Identifying themes and conven-
tions in a wide range of books.  

Discussing words and phrases 
hat capture the reader’s interest 
and imagination.  

Identifying themes and conven-
tions in a wide range of books.  

Recognising some different 
forms of poetry [for example, 
free verse, narrative poetry].  Discussing words and phrases 

hat capture the reader’s interest 
and imagination.  

Checking that the text makes 
sense to them, discussing their 
understanding, and explaining 

Asking questions to improve 
their understanding of a text.  

Drawing inferences such as 
inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences 

Predicting what might happen 
from details stated and implied.  

identifying main ideas drawn 
from more than 1 paragraph and 
summarising these 

identifying how language, struc-
ture, and presentation contribute 
to meaning 

Retrieve and record information 
from non-fiction 

Participate in discussion about 
both books that are read to them 
and those they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and 

Apply their growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and suf-
fixes (etymology and morpholo-
gy) both to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning of new 
words they meet 

Read further exception words, 
noting the unusual correspond-
ences between spelling and 
sound, and where these occur in 
the word 

Continuing to read 
and discuss an in-
creasingly wide 
range of fiction, poet-
ry, plays, non-fiction 
and reference books 
or textbooks.  

Recommending 
books that they 
have read to their 
peers, giving rea-
sons for their choic-
es 

Reading books that 
are structured in 
different ways and 
reading for a range of 
purposes.  

Identifying and dis-
cussing themes and 
conventions in and 
across a wide range 
of writing.  

Increasing their 
familiarity with a 
wide range of 
books, including 
myths, legends and 
traditional stories, 
modern fiction, 

Making compari-
sons within and 
across books.  

Learning a wider 
range of poetry by 
heart 

Preparing poems 
and plays to read 
aloud and to per-
form, showing un-
derstanding 
through intonation, 
tone and volume so 
that the meaning is 
clear to an audi-

Checking that the 
book makes 
sense to them, 
discussing their 
understanding 
and exploring the 
meaning of 
words in context.  

Asking ques-
tions to improve 
their under-
standing.  

Drawing infer-
ences such as 
inferring charac-
ters’ feelings, 
thoughts and 

Predicting what 
might happen 
from details 
stated and im-
plied 

Summarising  the main 
ideas  drawn from more 
than one paragraph , 
identifying  key details  
that support main ideas.  

Identifying how lan-
guage, structure and 
presentation contribute 
to meaning.  

Discuss and evaluate 
how authors use lan-
guage, including figura-
tive language, consider-
ing the impact on the 
reader.  

Distinguish between 
statements of fact and 
opinion.  

Retrieve, record 
and present 
information from 
non-fiction.  

Participate in discussions 
about books that are read 
to them and those they can 
read for themselves, build-
ing on their own and others’ 
ideas and challenging 
views courteously.  

Explain and dis-
cuss their under-
standing of what 
they have read, 
including through 
formal presenta-

Provide reasoned 
justifications for 
their views.  

Apply their growing knowledge 
of root words, prefixes and suf-
fixes (morphology and etymolo-
gy), both to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning of new 
words that they meet 

Provide rea-
soned justifica-
tions for their 
views.  

Continuing to read 
and discuss an in-
creasingly wide 
range of fiction, poet-
ry, plays, non-fiction 
and reference books 
or textbooks.  

Recommending 
books that they 
have read to their 
peers, giving rea-
sons for their choic-
es 

Reading books that 
are structured in 
different ways and 
reading for a range of 
purposes.  

Identifying and dis-
cussing themes and 
conventions in and 
across a wide range 
of writing.  

Increasing their 
familiarity with a 
wide range of 
books, including 
myths, legends and 
traditional stories, 
modern fiction, 

Making compari-
sons within and 
across books.  

Learning a wider 
range of poetry by 
heart 

Preparing poems 
and plays to read 
aloud and to per-
form, showing un-
derstanding 
through intonation, 
tone and volume so 
that the meaning is 
clear to an audi-Checking that the 

book makes 
sense to them, 
discussing their 
understanding 
and exploring the 
meaning of 
words in context.  

Asking ques-
tions to improve 
their under-
standing.  

Drawing infer-
ences such as 
inferring charac-
ters’ feelings, 
thoughts and 

Predicting what 
might happen 
from details 
stated and im-
plied 

Summarising  the main 
ideas  drawn from more 
than one paragraph , 
identifying  key details  
that support main ideas.  

Identifying how lan-
guage, structure and 
presentation contribute 
to meaning.  

Discuss and evaluate 
how authors use lan-
guage, including figura-
tive language, consider-
ing the impact on the 
reader.  

Distinguish between 
statements of fact and 
opinion.  

Retrieve, record 
and present 
information from 
non-fiction.  

Participate in discussions 
about books that are read 
to them and those they can 
read for themselves, build-
ing on their own and others’ 
ideas and challenging 
views courteously.  

Explain and dis-
cuss their under-
standing of what 
they have read, 
including through 
formal presenta-

Provide reasoned 
justifications for 
their views.  

Provide rea-
soned justifica-
tions for their 
views.  


