
Progression of Skills and Knowledge in: 

Literacy 

Year 

Group 
Key Vocabulary 

6 

Figurative language  

Tension  

Suspense  

Passive voice  

Subjunctive  

Passive and active  

Bullet points 

Pathetic fallacy  

Adverbials  

Parenthesis  

Colons  

Characterisation  

Hyphens 

Subject and object  

Synonym/antonym  

Colon and semi-colon  

5 

Audience 

Evaluate  

Rhetorical  

Figurative language 

Modal verbs 

Parenthesis (brackets, dash) 

Semi-colon 

Synonym/antonym  

Relative pronoun 

Subordinate and relative clauses 

Cohesive devices  

Bracket 

Themes  

Impact  

Ambiguity  

4 

Complex Sentences 

Atmosphere  

Formal/informal tone 

Non-chronological 

Organisational devices 

Appropriate language and features 

Paragraph 

Clause and phrase 

Similes Metaphors 

Figurative language 

Possessive/omission  

Determiner 

Possessive pronoun 

Adverbial  

Cohesion  

3 

Organisational Devices 

Relative Clauses  

Grammar 

Preposition 

Homophone 

Alliteration 

Paragraph 

Onomatopoeia 

Sub-headings 

Subordinate clause 

Consonant and vowel 

Inverted commas  

Summary 

Inference  

Apostrophe  

Noun phrases  

Retrieval 

2 

Pronoun 

Comma 

Prefix/Suffix 

Conjunctions 

Speech 

Deduction 

Settings 

Genre 

Co-ordinating/ Sub-ordinating 

Statement  and Command 

Vocabulary Choices 

Cohesion 

Apostrophe 

Contraction 

Compound 

Past tense/present tense 

1 

Conjunctions 

Characters  

Sequence 

Word Class (adjectives, nouns and verbs) 

Punctuation  

Features 

Questions 

Suffix 

Prefix  

Tense  

Vocabulary 

Purpose 

Poems 

Discuss 

Exclamation mark 

Instructions 

Narrative  

EYFS 

Word 

Letters 

Phonics knowledge 

Full stops 

Capital Letters 

Finger spaces  

Tricky words 

Story 

Phoneme 

Blend 

Segment  

Digraph 

Page 

Sentence   

Vowels 

Consonants  

Punctuation  

Spelling Writing  

Composition and 

effect  

Sentence Structure, 

Grammar and  

Vocabulary 

Use the prefix un. 

Spell by learning to 
spell common excep-
tion words. 

Year  

Group 
Cultural Capital  

6 

Harry Potter Studio Tour  

Lady of Shallot text 

(vocabulary) 

Shakespeare  

Drama Workshops  

World Book Week  

Author Visits  

Published work  

Job Application for House 

Captains  

Writing for purpose  

Annual literacy calendar 

5 

World Book Week  

Author Visits  

Writing celebration through 

Twitter  

Non-Fiction Writing linked 

to The Highway Man (focus 

on female figures) 

Writing for purpose  

Annual literacy calendar 

4 

World Book Week  

Author Visits  

Writing celebration through 

Twitter  

Reviews of experiences  

Writing for purpose  

Annual literacy calendar 

 

 

3 

World Book Week  

Author Visits  

Writing celebration through 

Twitter  

Writing for purpose  

Annual literacy calendar 

2 

World Book Week  

Author Visits  

Acrostic Poem Competition 

Writing celebration through 

Twitter  

Writing for purpose  

Annual literacy calendar 

 

  

1 

World Book Week  

Author Visits  

Acrostic Poem Competition  

Writing celebration through 

Twitter  

Cooking and Baking for in-

structional writing  

Writing for purpose  

Annual literacy calendar 

EYFS 

World Book Week  

Author Visits  

Cooking and Baking for in-

structional writing 

Writing letters to own 

homes and posting  

People Who Help us visits  

Owl Experience (non-fiction 

writing) 

Writing for purpose  

Annual literacy calendar 

 

 

Add prefixes dis-, 
mis-, re-, sub-, 
tele-, super-, au-
to. 

Add prefixes ‘anti-’ and 
‘inter– . 

Use a dictionary to sup-
port learning word 
roots, derivations and 
spelling patterns. 

 

Write simple phrases and 
sentences that can be read 
by others.  

Write recognisable 
letters, most of 
which are correctly 
formed.  
 

Use the suffixes –ing, –ed, 
–er and –est where no 
change is needed in the 
spelling of root words [for 
example, helping, helped, 
helper, eating, quicker, 
quickest]. 

Add suffixes using the 
spelling rule for adding 
–s or –es as the plural. 
marker for nouns and 
the third person singu-
lar marker for verbs. 

Name the letters of the 
alphabet in order and 
use letter names to dis-
tinguish between alter-
native spellings of the 
same sound. 

Spell words containing 
each of the 40+ pho-
nemes already taught. 

Write sentences by re-
reading what they have 
written to check that it 
makes sense. 

Write sentences by se-
quencing sentences to 
form short narratives. 

Write sentences by com-
posing a sentence orally 
before writing it. 

Write sentences by say-
ing out loud what they 
are going to write about. 

Develop their understanding 
of joining words and joining 
clauses using ‘and .  

Develop their understand-
ing of leaving spaces be-
tween words . 

Add suffixes to spell 
longer words includ-
ing –ment, –ness, –
ful, –less, –ly. 

Spell by learning new 
ways of spelling pho-
nemes for which 1 or 
more spellings are al-
ready known, and learn 
some words with each 
spelling, including a 
few common homo-

Spell by segmenting 
spoken words into pho-
nemes and repre-
senting these by graph-
emes, spelling many 
correctly. Spell by distinguish-

ing between homo-
phones and near-
homophones. 

 Develop positive attitudes 
towards and stamina for 
writing by writing narratives 
about personal experiences 
and those of others (real and 
fictional). 

Develop their understanding of  learn-
ing how to use both familiar and new 
punctuation correctly - including full 
stops, capital letters, exclamation 
marks, question marks, commas for lists 
and apostrophes for contracted forms 
and the possessive (singular). 

Write about real events.  

Read aloud what they 
have written with ap-
propriate intonation to 
make the meaning clear. 

Proof reading to check 
for errors in spelling, 
grammar and punctua-
tion (for example, ends 
of sentences punctuat-
ed correctly). 

Plan by writing down ideas 
and/or key words, including 
new vocabulary. 

Make simple additions, 
revisions and correc-
tions to their own 
writing by evaluating 
their writing with the 
teacher and pupils. 

Learn how to use sentences with differ-
ent forms: statement, question, excla-
mation, command. 

Plan or saying out loud what 
they are going to write 
about. 

Write for different purposes. 

Spell homo-
phones. 

Add suffix ‘-ly’ 
with root words 
ending in ‘le’ and 
‘ic’ . 

Use ‘a’ or ‘an’ according to 
whether the next word begins 
with a consonant or a vowel, e.g. 
a rock, an open box . 

Begin to use paragraphs to group 
ideas.  

Understand word families 
based on common words, 
showing how words are relat-
ed in form and meaning, e.g. 
solve, solution. 

Express time, place and cause 
using conjunctions, e.g. when, 
before, after, while, so, be-
cause, adverbs, e.g. then, 
next, soon, therefore, or prep-
ositions, e.g. before, after, 

Understand how headings 
and sub-headings aid 
presentation. 

Plan by: composing and rehearsing 
sentences orally, using a range of 
sentence structures; rehearsing 
dialogue; discuss and record ideas ; 
identify key features in similar texts 
(structure, vocabulary and gram-
mar); and make decisions about 
how the plot will develop .  

Use range of sentence structures. 

Begin to use figurative language.  

Organise paragraphs around a theme.  

In narratives, use some detail in the 
description of setting or characters’ 
feelings or motives. 

In a narrative, create settings, char-
acters and plot;  identify a clear 
structure for the story (opening, 
dilemma, resolution, ending); and 
write an effective ending for a sto-
ry. 

Add prefixes ‘in-‘, ‘il-‘, ‘im- ‘ 
and ‘ir-‘ . 

Spell words with endings 
sounding like –sion, -cian, -
tion, -ssion. 

Use apostrophes to mark 
plural possession, e.g. the 
girl’s name, the girls’ 
names. 

Use Standard English forms 
for verb inflections instead 
of local spoken forms, e.g. 
we were instead of we 
was, or I did instead of I 
done. 

Use inverted commas and 
other punctuation to indi-
cate direct speech, e.g. a 
comma after the reporting 
clause; end punctuation 

Understand the grammati-
cal difference between 

Plan by: composing and rehearsing sen-
tences orally, varying sentence structures;  
rehearse dialogue; discuss and record 
ideas and identify key features in similar 
texts (structure, vocabulary and grammar). 

Create settings, characters and plot. De-
scribe characters in such a way to pro-
voke a particular feeling in the reader, 
e.g. sympathy or dislike. 

Use paragraphs shift to indicate a change 
in setting, character, time (rather than 
simply reflecting stages in planning). 

Sequence events clearly to show how one 
event leads to another using appropriate 
grammatical structures and vocabulary. 

Use Standard English forms for verb 
inflections instead of local spoken forms, 
e.g. we were instead of we/was, or I did 
instead of I done. 

Use spelling journals 
for etymology.  

Use strategies at the 
point of writing: using 
etymological. morpho-
logical strategies for 
spelling  

Spell words with the 
letter string ‘ough’ .  

Spell words ending in 
‘-able’/ ‘-ably’ and ‘-
ible’/‘-ibly’. 

Spell words with ‘silent’ 
letters.  

Convert nouns or 
adjectives into verbs 
using suffixes, e.g. –

Indicate degrees of pos-
sibility using adverbs, 
e.g. perhaps, surely, or 
modal verbs, e.g. might, 
should, will, must. 

Experiment with form in 
narrative writing e.g. 
flashbacks, alternative 
perspectives. 

Vary openings and end-
ings in narrative e.g. use 
of dialogue, cliff hangers. Integrate dia-

logue to con-
vey character 
and advance 
the action.  

Describe 
setting, char-
acters and 
atmosphere. 

Consider and evaluate differ-
ent viewpoints (own and oth-
ers’/biased and balanced). 

Maintain style (appropriate 
to form, subject or audience) 
to sustain interest. 

Select appropriate grammar 
and vocabulary, understand-
ing how such choices can 
change and enhance meaning. 

Use expres-
sive and 
figurative 
language. 

Write in a range of genres/forms, taking ac-
count of different audiences and purposes. 

Spell words ending in ‘ant’, 
‘-ance and ‘-ancy’.  

Select appropriate grammar and vocabu-
lary, understanding how such choices 
can change and enhance meaning. 

Spell words ending ‘-ent’, ‘-
ence’ and ‘-ency’. 

Add suffixes beginning 
with vowels to words end-
ing in ‘-fer’.  

Spell words with endings 
that sound like /ʃəs/ spelt 
‘-cious’ or ‘-tious’. 

Understand how hyphens can be used to 
avoid ambiguity [for example, man eating 
shark versus man-eating shark, or recover 
versus re-cover] . 

Spell words ending ‘-cial’ 
and ‘-tial’. 

Understand the difference between vo-
cabulary typical of informal speech and 
vocabulary appropriate for formal 
speech and writing . 

Understand how words are related by 
meaning as synonyms and antonyms. 

Use a semi-colon, colon or dash to mark 
the boundary between independent 
clauses. 

Use colons to introduce a list and use 

Understand how use of the passive 
effects the presentation of information 
in a sentence link ideas across para-
graphs using a wider range of cohesive 
devices: repetition of a word or phrase, 
grammatical connections . 

Use bullet points to list information. 

Understand layout devices (headings, 
sub-heading, columns, bullets, tables). 

Write a well-structured opening and ap-
propriate ending. 

 Show flexibility in the use of narrative e.g. 
ability to experiment with story opening.. 

Maintain interest for the reader 
through varied devices, structures 
and features. 

Create vivid imagery through expres-
sive and figurative language consistent 
with mood/atmosphere and develop 
these images throughout a narrative. 

Use a wide range of devices to build cohe-
sion within and across paragraphs . 

Integrate dialogue to convey character 
and advance the action. 

Plan by: identify the audience for and purpose 
of the writing, selecting the appropriate form 
and using similar writing as models for their 
own; note and develop initial ideas, drawing on 
reading and research where necessary;  consid-
er how authors have developed characters and 
settings and maintain a clear focus when se-
lecting content to plan quickly and effectively. 

 Describe setting, characters and at-
mosphere . 

Understand the difference between 
vocabulary typical of informal speech 
and vocabulary appropriate for formal 
speech and writing . 

Spell words by identify-
ing sounds in them and 
representing the sounds 
with a letter or letters. 

Write simple sentences from 
memory dictated by the teacher 
that include words using 
the GPCs and common exception 
words taught so far. 

Discuss what they have 
written with the teacher 
or other pupils. 

Read their writing aloud, 
clearly enough to be 
heard by their peers and 
the teacher. 

Develop their understanding 
of beginning to punctuate 
sentences using a capital 
letter and a full stop, ques-
tion mark or exclamation 
mark. 

Develop their understand-
ing of using a capital letter 
for names of people, plac-
es, the days of the week, 
and the personal pronoun 
‘I’. 

Us se the grammatical ter-
minology in English in dis-
cussing their writing. 

Apply spelling rules 
and guidance. 

Spell by earning to spell 
more words with con-
tracted forms. 

write from memory 
simple sentences 
dictated by the 
teacher that include 
words using 
the GPCs, common 
exception words and 
punctuation taught 
so far. 

Spell by learning the 
possessive apostrophe 
(singular) [for example, 
the girl’s book]. 

Write poetry. 

Plan by writing down ideas 
and/or key words, including 
new vocabulary. 

Reread to check that 
their writing makes 
sense and that verbs to 
indicate time are used 
correctly and consist-
ently, including verbs in 
the continuous form. 

Learn how to use expanded noun 
phrases to describe and specify [for 
example, the blue butterfly]. 

Learn how to use the present and past 
tenses correctly and consistently, includ-
ing the progressive form. 

Learn how to use subordination (using 
when, if, that, or because) and co-

Some features of written Standard Eng-
lish. 

Use present perfect form of 
verbs instead of the simple 
past, e.g. ‘He has gone out 
to play’ contrasted with ‘He 
went out to play’ . 

Begin to use inverted commas 
to punctuate direct speech. 

In narrative use dialogue to reveal 
detail about character/ move the 
narrative forward . 

Attempt to adopt a 
viewpoint and imitate 
authorial techniques 
gathered from reading 
narrative.  

Write poems using the 
features of poetic forms 
studied. 

Use simple organisational 
devices in non-narrative 
material, e.g. headings.  

Select and use formal and 
informal styles and vo-
cabulary appropriate to 
the purpose/reading.  

Proof-read for spelling & 
punctuation errors. 

Evaluate and edit by 
proposing changes to 
vocabulary to improve 
consistency, showing 
awareness of the reader.  

Add suffixes beginning with 
vowel letters to words of 
more than one syllable (‘-
ing’, ‘-er’, ‘- en’, ‘-ed’). 

add suffixes ‘-ous’, ‘-ly’ to 
words ending in ‘y’, ‘le’ and 
‘ic’ . 

Use possessive apostrophe 
with plurals. 

Spell homophones. 

Expand noun phrases by 
adding modifying adjec-
tives, nouns and preposi-
tion phrases (e.g. the 
teacher expanded to: the 
strict maths teacher with 
curly hair) . 

Use commas after fronted 
adverbials. 

Use fronted adverbials, 
e.g. Later that day, I heard 
the bad news.  

Choose appropriate pro-
noun or noun within and 
across sentences to aid 
cohesion and avoid repeti-
tion. 

Understand verb pre-
fixes, e.g. dis–, de–, 
mis–, over– and re. 

Use devices to build cohe-
sion within a paragraph, 
e.g. then, after that, this, 
firstly and link ideas across 
paragraphs using adverbi-
als of time, e.g. later, 
place, e.g. nearby, and 
number, e.g. secondly, or 
tense choices, e.g. he had 
seen her before.  

Use brackets, dashes 
or commas to indi-
cate parenthesis. 

Use relative clauses 
beginning with who, 
which, where, when, 
whose, that, or an 
omitted relative pro-

Use commas to 
clarify meaning or 
avoid ambiguity.  

Write in a range of genres/
forms, taking account of differ-
ent audiences and purposes and 
develop ideas logically.  

Develop some aspects of char-
acterisation through what 
characters say and do. 

Use organisational and 
presentational devices to 
structure text and guide 
reader. 

Maintain style 
(appropriate to form, 
subject or audience) to 
sustain interest . 

Use features of a 
range of text types 

Evaluate and edit by being able to 
assess the effectiveness of their own 
and other’s writing. Propose changes 
to vocabulary, grammar and punctua-
tion to enhance effects and clarify 
meaning. Ensure the consistent and 
correct use of tense throughout a 
piece of writing . To ensure correct 
subject/verb agreement for singular/
plural, distinguish between language 
of speech and writing and choose the 
appropriate register. 

Include descriptive detail and make 
writing more vivid using specific nouns, 
adjectives, expanded noun phrases and 
figurative language (similes, metaphors). 

Develop mood and atmos-
phere using a range of vo-
cabulary and dialogue be-
tween characters. 

Use techniques to get the 
reader on side (address them 
to engage or influence). 

Write poems imitating poetic 
structures studied  include 
details expressed in ways that 
engage the reader.  

Proof-read for spelling and punctua-
tion errors. Evaluate and edit by pro-
posing changes to grammar and vo-
cabulary to improve consistency, 
including the accurate use of pro-
nouns in sentences and assessing the 
effectiveness of their own and other’s 
writing and suggesting improvements. 

Use simple organisational 
devices in non-narrative 
material, e.g. sub-headings. 

Organise or categorise information 
based on notes from several 
sources and use paragraphs to 
organise ideas around a theme. 

Develop points of view and 
'authorial voice' e.g. asides to 
reader. 

Create vivid imagery through ex-
pressive and figurative language 
consistent with mood./
atmosphere and develop these 
images throughout a poem . 

Make appropriate use of structure 
in poetry, according to chosen 
form e.g. rhythmic or syllable 
patterns taking account of differ-
ent audiences and purposes. 

Evaluate and edit by being able to: assess the effective-
ness of their own and other’s writing; propose changes 
to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance 
effects and clarify meaning o ensure the consistent and 
correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing; 
ensure correct subject/verb agreement for singular/
plural; distinguish between language of speech and 
writing and choose the appropriate register o proof-
read for spelling and punctuation errors. 

Use organisational and presentational de-
vices to structure text and guide reader. 

Write well-structured introductions and 
appropriate conclusions. 

Use paragraphs purposefully to clearly 
structure main ideas across the text. 

Maintain interest for the reader through varied 
devices, structures and features. 

Choose appropriate presentational features to organise 
information and aid understanding develop points of 
view and 'authorial voice', e.g. viewpoints in discursive 
texts. 

Move between standard and non-standard forms of 
English appropriately.     

Choose register (formal/informal, personal/
impersonal) appropriately and for effect .   


