
Progression in the Curriculum: 

Maths—Measurement  

Year Group Key Vocabulary 

KS3 

Hectare 

displacement 

Bearing 

6 

Yard 

Foot 

Feet 

Inch, inches 

Circumference 

Tonne 

Pound 

Ounce 

Centilitre 

Cubic centimetres/metres/millimetres/

kilometres 

Greenwich Mean Time 

British Summer Time 

International Date Line  

Profit  

Loss 

5 

Volume 

Imperial units 

Metric units 

Square metre 

Square millimetre 

Pint 

Gallon 

Discount 

Currency 

 

4 

Unit, standard unit 

Metric unit 

Breadth 

Square centimetres 

Millennium 

Timetable  

Convert 

Area 

 

3 

Leap year 

Twelve hour clock 

Twenty-four hour clock 

Roman numerals I to XIII 

Km/mm/mile  

Parallel 

Perpendicular 

Perimeter 

Approximately  

Centigrade 

Century  

Calendar  

2 

Measuring scale 

m/km, g/kg, ml/l 

Temperature (degrees)  

Quarter past/to 

Fortnight 

Digital, analogue clock/watch  

Timer 

Hours, minutes, seconds 

5, 10, 15 minutes past/to 

1 

Full, half full, empty  

Capacity  

Volume  

Holds 

Measure, measurement  

Weigh, weighs, balances 

Heavy, heavier, heaviest, light, lighter, 

lightest 

Scales 

Length, width, height, depth 

Metre, ruler, metre stick 

Centimetre, metre  

Kilogram, half kilogram  

Time 

Days of the week (Monday, Tuesday…) 

Seasons: spring, summer, autumn, 

winter 

Day, week, month, year, weekend 

Birthday, holiday 

Morning, afternoon, evening, night, 

midnight 

Today, yesterday, tomorrow 

Hour, o’clock, half past 

Clock, watch, hands 

Analogue clock 

Clockwise, anticlockwise  

Chronological  

Money, coin, penny, pence, pound, 

price, cost, buy, sell, spend, pay, 

change, costs more, costs less,  

cheaper, total 

 

EYFS 

Measure 

Big/ Small 

Tall/ Short 

Wide/ Narrow/ Long 

Heavy/ Light  

Full/ half full/empty 

Maths Strand: 

Measures  

Maths Strand: 

Money  

Maths Strand: 

Time 

Year 1 

• Recognise and know the value of different 

denominations of coins and notes 

Year 2 

• Find different combinations of coins that equal 

the same amounts of money  

Year 1 

• Measure and begin to record length/height, 

weight/height, weight/mass, capacity/volume 

and time  

Year 2 

• Tell and write the time to 5 minutes 

including quarter past/to the hour 

and draw the hands on a clock face to 

show these times  

Reception  

• Compare length, weight and capacity  

Year 1 

• Tell the time to the nearest hour & half past 

the hour & draw the hands on clock face 

Year 3 

• Add and subtract amounts of money to give 

change using both pounds (£) and pence  (p) 

in practical contexts 

Year 2 

• Compare and order lengths, mass, column/

capacity and record the units using >, < and =  

Year 3 

• Know the number of seconds in a 

minute & the number of days in each 

month, year and leap year  

Year 

Gro

up 

Wider  Opportunities and  

Experiences  

6 

• Metro Bank/Lloyd Bank visits 

• Bank of England visit or guest 

speak visit school 

https://

www.bankofengland.co.uk/

education/  

• Christmas Fete 

• Afterschool cooking club 

• School enterprise day  

• Reading bus and train time-

tables to become more inde-

pendent  

  

5 

• School enterprise day  

• Metro Bank visit 

• Build a model to a given scale 

factor  

 

4 

• Cookery workshop 

• School enterprise day  

 

 

3 

• School enterprise day  

• Tesco trip 

• Cooking  food  

2 

• Roman coin exhibition at the 

British Museum  - https://

www.britishmuseum.org/

exhibitions/rivalling-rome-

parthian-coins-and-culture  

 

• School enterprise day  

 

 

 

1 

• School enterprise day  

• Preparing and cooking food 

• Growing and measuring 

plants 

• Recognise and use language 

for days of the week in 

French 
 

Year 2 

• Choose and use appropriate standard units to 

measure; length/height in any direction (m/

cm); mass (kg/g); temperature (°C); capacity 

(litres/ml) using equipment (rulers, scales, 

thermometers, measuring vessels) 

Year 2 

• Estimate all the below to the nearest  

appropriate unit, using equipment  

Year 3 

• Measure, compare, +/- lengths (m/cm/mm); 

mass (kg/g); volume/capacity (l/ml) includ-

ing mixed units 

e.g. 200g and 1kg 

Year 3 

• Measure the perimeter of simple 2D shapes  

Year 4 

• Convert between different units of measure 

for example, kilometre to metre  

Year 4 

• Estimate, compare and calculate different 

measures  

Year 4 

• Measure and calculate the perimeter of a 

rectilinear figure (including squares) in cm & 

m 

Year 4 

• Find the area of rectilinear shapes by 

counting squares 

Year 4 

• Start to relate area to arrays  

Year 5 

• Convert between different unites of metric 

measures (e.g. kilometre and metre; centi-

metre and metre; centimetre and millimetre, 

gram and kilogram, litre and millilitre)  

Year 5 

• Understand and use approximate equivalenc-

es between metric units and common imperi-

al units such as inches, pounds and pints 

Year 5 

• Estimate volume (e.g. using 1cm3 blocks to 

build cuboids) and capacity (using water) 

Year 5 

• Draw lines using a ruler to the nearest mm 

Year 5 

• Calculate and compare the area of rectangles 

using standard units; cm2 and m2 and esti-

mate the areas of irregular shapes  

Year 5 

• Measure and calculate the perimeter of 

composite rectilinear in cm and m 

Year 5 

• Use perimeter to find missing lengths  

Year 6 

• Solve problems involving the calculation and 

conversion of units of measure suing decimal 

notation up to 3dp where appropriate  

Year 6 

• Use, read, write and convert between stand-

ard units, converting measurements of length, 

mass, volume and time from a smaller unit of 

measure to a larger unit and vice versa using 

decimal notation up to 3dp 

Year 6 

• Convert between miles and km  

Year 6 

• Recognise that shapes with the same area can 

have different perimeters and vice versa 

Year 6 

•  Recognise when it is possible to use formulae 

for area and volume of shapes  

Year 6 

• Calculate the area of parallelogram and trian-

gles 

Year 6 

• Calculate , estimate and compare the volume 

of cubes and cuboids using standard units 

including cm3 and m3 and extending to other 

units   

Year 2 

• Recognise and use symbols for pounds (£)  

and pence (p) 

Year 2 

• Combine amounts to make a particular value 

Year 2 

• Solve simple problems in a practical context 

involving adding and subtracting of money  

Year 2 

• Calculate change to be given 

Year 4 

• Estimate, compare and calculate different 

measures including money in pounds (£) and 

pence (p) 

Year 5 

• Use all 4 operations to solve problems involv-

ing measure (e.g. length, mass, volume, 

money) using decimal notation, including 

scaling  

Year 1 

• Sequence events in chronological order using 

language  e.g. before, after, next, today, etc. 

Year 1 

• Recognise and use language relating to days 

of he week, weeks, months and years 

Year 2 

• Compare and sequence intervals of time  

Year 2 

• Know the number of minutes in an hour & 

hours in a day 

Year 3 

• Read 12 hour and 24 hour clocks 

Year 3 

• Record and compare time in terms of sec-

onds, minutes and hours 

Year 3 

• Use vocabulary such as o’clock, am/pm, 

morning, afternoon, noon, midnight 

Year 3 

• Tell and write the time from an  

analogue clock to the nearest minute  

Year 3 

• Compare durations of events for example to 

calculate the time taken by particular events 

or tasks 

Year 4 

• Convert between different units of measure 

e.g. hours to minutes  

Year 4 

• Read, write and convert time between 

analogue and digital 12/24 hour  

Year 4 

• Solve problems involving converting from 

hours to minutes, minutes to seconds, years 

to months and weeks to days  

Year 5 

• Solve problems involving converting between 

units of time  

Nursery 

• Begin to describe a sequence of events, real 

or fictional using words such as ‘first’, ‘then, 

etc.  

Year 1 

• Compare, describe and solve practical  

problems for length/height, weight/mass, 

capacity/volume and time  

Nursery  

• Make comparisons between objects relating 

to size, length, weight and capacity  
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