
Progression in the Curriculum: 

History 

Year 

Group 
Key Vocabulary 

KS3 

- Primary source 

- Secondary source 

- Historian  

- Perspective  

- Significance  

- Scholar  

 

6 

Crime and Punishment  

- prisons  

- court  

- judge  

- justice  

- judicial system  

Britain since 1948: women  

- feminism  

- equal pay  

- Homefront  

- rights 

- protest  

5 

BCE Before Common Era / AD– Anno Domini 

CE—Common Era /BC– Before Christ  

Ancient Greeks 

- Olympics  

- scholar  

- settlement  

- Agora  

- Spartan society  

Vikings vs Anglo Saxons 

- Lindisfarne  

- settle  

- invade  

- raid 

- Romanisation  

World War II  

- rationing  

- Homefront  

- evacuee / evacuate / evacuation 

- The Blitz  

- Armaments  

4 

BCE Before Common Era / AD– Anno Domini 

CE—Common Era /BC– Before Christ  

Anglo Saxons and Scots  

- Dark Ages 

- invade / invasion 

- settle / settlement  

- angles  

- Saxons / Scots 

- Pagans / Monks  

- empire 

- Romanisation  

- resistance  

Benin 

- civilisation 

- settlement  

- discoveries  

- trade  

- kingdom 

- conquered 

 Romans and the Impact on Britain 

- empire  

- settle 

- invade  

- impact / legacy  

3 

Prehistoric Britain  

- Stone Age  

- Bronze Age 

- Iron Age  

- Mesolithic  

- Neolithic  

- fort  

- settlement  

- pre-historic 

- Archaeologist  

- remains 

Ancient Civilisations 

- civilisations  

- civilisation 

- impact  

- artefacts  

- AD/BC 

- Agriculture  

- offerings 

- innovation  

 

2 

Florence Nightingale  

- hospitals  

- impact  

- conditions 

- Crimean War  

- Scutari  

- conditions 

- influence 

- remedies 

Great Fire of London 

- Pudding Lane  

- Great Plague / Black Death  

- Samuel Pepys  

- spread  

- fire break  

- diarist 

- perish 

 

1 

Victorians 

- punishment 

- discipline 

- cane  

- blackboard  

- education 

- law  

- reign 

Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot 

- parliament  

- Divine Right 

- treason  

- religion  

- Protestant  

- Catholic  

- Explosion 

- Timeline 

Castles  

- ruins 

 -fort 

-moat  

History  Strand: 

Causal Reasoning 

(chronology) 

History  Strand: 

Use of sources as       

evidence  

History  Strand: 

Golden Threads 

Year 1 

Victorians 
-Use of artefact box and resources in school to 
deduce from the object  
- Live a day like a Victorian school child 
Guy Fawkes & the Gunpowder Plot  
- question whether stories about GP are fact or 
fiction 
- real life/pictures of artefacts  
Castles, Kings and Queens  
- use different sources from the time period 
related to castles, drawings, photos etc..  

Year 2 

Florence Nightingale / Mary Seacole  
- videos of life in hospitals  
- workshop to bring to life the period  
-use of artefacts and sources from the time 
Great Fire of London  
- Samuel Pepys’ diary 
- discuss ’opinions’ and eye witness accounts and 
how they can be unreliable  
Local History  
- look at photographs and accounts from the past 
locality  
- use artefact box from museum about locality  
 

Year 2 

Florence Nightingale/ Mary Seacole   
Monarchy 

Legacy/Change 

Empire 

 
Great Fire of London 
Monarchy 

Legacy/Change 

 
Local History  
Legacy/Change 

Year 1 

- to sequence events on a timeline  
Victorians 
- place schools in correct period of history  
- place period on a timeline  
Guy Fawkes & the Gunpowder Plot  
- sequence main events  
- order events (3/4)   
Castles, Kings and Queens  
- able to sequence kings and queens from then and now  
- place period on a timeline  

Year 3 

Can recognise differences between versions of 
the same event and can give a simple explanation 
of why we might have more than one version 
Prehistoric Britain  
-discuss in detail different tools used throughout 
the different prehistoric periods  
Ancient Civilisations  
- discuss key artefacts and sources from the time 
period.  
 

Year 3 

- to sequence events on a timeline  
Prehistoric Britain  
- order the events of prehistoric Britain. 
- be able to order the iron age, stone age and 
bronze age - prehistoric Britain 
- be able to identify the period of Prehistoric 
Britain using sources  
Ancient Civilisations  
- to understand the terms BC/AD  
- timeline of years BC/AD how they change num-
ber order 
- Use and understand phrases such as ‘over three 
hundred years ago’ and AD/BC or BCE/CE 
 

Year 3 

Prehistoric Britain  
Legacy/Change 

Settlement/Migration 
 
Ancient Civilisations 
Legacy/Change 

Settlement/Migration 

Trade/Industry  
 
Ancient Egypt 
Legacy/Change 

Year 

Group 

Wider  Opportunities and  

Experiences  

Cultural Capital 

6 

Education Visits  

- Imperial War Museum  

- Tower of London  

 

 

5 

Education Visits  

- Lincolnsfield  

Key Individuals  

- Hippocrates  

- Beowulf 

- King Arthur  

Resources 

- WWII Havering museum 

collections box  

 

4 

Trips 

- British Museum  

Workshops 

-Anglo-Saxons  

-Benin  

Key individuals  

- Hengist and Horsa  

- Mansa Musa  

Boudicca  

Julius Caesar 

3 

Educational Visits  

Eastbury Manor (The Tu-

dors)  

 British museum 

Resources 

- Stone Age Havering muse-

um collections box  

 

 

2 

Workshops  

- Florence Nightingale  

- Great Fire of London 

- Fire Brigade visit  

Educational Visits 

- British Maritime Museum 

- Monument  

Resources  

- Extracts from Samuel Pepys’ 

diary  

Key Individuals 

- Florence Nightingale 

- Mary Seacole  

- Samuel Pepys  

1 

Workshops  

-Guy Fawkes  

- Victorian Schools 

 

Resources  

- Artefact box from the    

Havering Museum 

 

Key Individuals 

- Guy Fawkes  

- Queen Victoria  

 

History  Strand: 

Change and continuity  

Year 2 

Florence Nightingale / Mary Seacole  
- compare hospital conditions today vs. the past  
- compare hospital conditions before Florence 
Nightingale and after 
- Compare the legacies of Florence Nightingale 
and Mary Seacole  
Great Fire of London  
- discuss the impact of the Great Fire of London 
after the event 
- compare lifestyle and building changes post 
GFoL 
Local History  
- compare the school from then and now  

Year 1 

Victorians 
- look at schools from the Victorian times and 
compare  
Guy Fawkes & the Gunpowder Plot  
- Compare photos from Stuart times  
- link own experiences of Bonfire Night  
Castles, Kings and Queens  
- compare then and now in Britain  
- how are castles the same / different from now 
and now  
- how are castles/ monarchy different around the 
world  

Year 1 

Victorians 

Monarchy 
Empire 

Trade/Industry  

 

Guy Fawkes & the Gunpowder Plot  

Monarchy 

Conflict 
Legacy/Change 

 

Castles, Kings and Queens  

Monarchy 
Conflict  

Empire 

Year 2 

- to sequence events on a timeline  
Florence Nightingale / Mary Seacole  
- put FN on a timeline to show when she was alive  
- order main events in FN’s life  
- place Mary Seacole on a timeline and link to FN 
Great Fire of London  
- put GFoL on a timeline to show when it hap-
pened in history 
- put main events in chronological order  
Local History  
- sequence the history of the school  
- changes from then and now  

Year 3 

Prehistoric Britain  
- how has life changed over the ages and from 
and then 
Ancient Civilisations 
- discuss how inventions/tools are still used today 
-Can describe some changes in history over a 
period of time and identify some things which 
stayed the same  
- understand the significance of  an early civilisa-
tions and the impact they had on the world  
 

Year 4  

- to sequence events on a timeline  
Benin 
- timeline of the discovery of Africa and the se-
quence of events leading up to the exploration of 
Benin  
Roman Legacy 
-to understand the spread of the Roman Empire 
over time and location 
Anglo Saxons and Scots  
- be able to locate Anglo Saxons in world history 
and the countries they came from  
- use sources from archaeologists to sequence 
events  of settlements for AS and Scots  

Year 4  

Benin 
- non-fiction books  
- geographical locations  
Roman Legacy  
- range of topic books  
- modern day scholars 
- stories about Boudicca/Iceni Tribe - reliability of 
source depending who wrote it  
Anglo Saxons and Scots  
- become archaeologists by finding artefacts in 
sandpits  
- study of Basil Brown (archaeologist) 
- study artefacts and what they tell us about this 
period 
- evaluate how useful the artefacts are in telling 
us about the period 
- questioning legends like Beowulf and King 
Arthur  
 

Year 4  

Benin 
-debate the differences between what is from 
Benin early civilisation  
-daily life in a Benin village  
Roman Legacy  
- Roman schooling vs schooling today  
What can still be seen in today’s society.  
Anglo Saxons and Scots 
- modern life vs life in Anglo Saxons times  
- the life of a Scot and Anglo-Saxon  

Year 4  
 Roman Legacy  
Monarchy 

Conflict  

Legacy/Change 

Settlement/Migration 

Empire 

Trade/Industry  

 
Benin 
Monarchy 

Conflict  

Legacy/Change 

Trade/Industry  
 
Anglo Saxons and Scots  
Monarchy 

Conflict  

Legacy/Change 

Settlement/Migration 

Trade/Industry  

 

Year 5 

- to sequence events on a timeline  
- To interpret chronological and concurrent time-
lines 
Ancient Greeks  
- to have existing knowledge of AD/BC  
- place on timeline of world history  
Vikings vs Anglo Saxons 
- End of the Roman Empire and Romanisation 
- explore how Viking invasions fits into British 
history  
- timeline of events leading up to Viking invasions  
- events of the Battle of Hastings 1066  
World War II  

Year 5 

- differences between primary and secondary 
sources  of evidence 
- use a range of sources (primary/secondary) to 
build a picture of the period  
- be able to select relevant sections of evidence to 
back up ideas  
 
Ancient Greeks  
- sources detailing the impact of Ancient Olympic 
Games  
Vikings vs Anglo Saxons 
- archaeological finds  
- literary materials  
-compare accounts of events from different 
sources—fact and fiction (myth) 
- offer some reasons for different versions of 
events  
World War II  
- accounts from British evacuees  
- watch interviews of evacuees (primary sources) 
speak about time delay and memory  
- use sources to evaluate the effect of WW2 

Year 5 

Ancient Greeks  
- discuss difference between the Greek alphabet 
and the alphabet today  
- links/contrasts between Ancient Greek schools 
compared to today  
Vikings vs Anglo Saxons 
- life experiences of a Viking living in Britain 
compared to the British   
- The dismantlement of Romanisation  
World War II  
- rationing  
- life of children during the war  
- differences between men and women during 
the war 

Year 5 
 
Ancient Greeks  
Monarchy 
Conflict  
Legacy/Change 
Empire 

Trade/Industry  

 
Vikings vs Anglo Saxons 
Monarchy 
Conflict  
Legacy/Change 
Settlement/Migration 

Trade/Industry  

 

World War II  
Monarchy 
Conflict  
Legacy/Change 

Year 6 

- to sequence events on a timeline  
Crime and Punishment  
- recap the history of crime and punishment  
Britain since 1948: Women 
- chronology of Post-Modern Britain 
- History of women since before WW2 and post  
- cause and consequence of women’s movement 
- changes to women over time  

Year 6 

- range of primary and secondary sources  
- bring together knowledge from several sources  
- be able to compare sources reliability  
- link sources to back up conclusions  
- checking the accuracy of interpretations/ facts 
and opinions  
- understanding that different evidence will lead 
to different conclusions  
- ability to skim and scam  
Crime and Punishment  
- use of key sources and punishments from each 
time period  
Britain since 1948: Women  
- interviews of grandparents / post war  
 

 

Year 6 

Crime and Punishment  
- make comparisons about crime and punishment 
in past and present (Anglo Saxons to modern day) 
Britain since 1948: Women  
- compare beliefs and behaviours with another 
time studied  
- impact of change and significance of events 

Year 6 

Crime and Punishment  
Monarchy 

Conflict  

Legacy/Change 
 
 
Britain since 1948: Women  
Conflict  

Legacy/Change 
Trade/Industry  

EYFS: Understanding the World 

Birth to 3  3 to 4 year olds Reception ELG 

Make connections between the features of 
their family and other families. 

Begin to make sense of their own 
life-story and family’s history. 

Compare and contrast characters from stories, 
including figures from the past. 

- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society; 
- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class; 
- Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

Key Vocab: Old, new, past, present, artefact, society, fossils, extinct, similarities, differences, role, society 

EYFS 

- Talk about memories of events within their own lifetime 

- Use language related to time e.g. before, after, younger, older 

when looking at pictures of life events  

- Understand the difference between events in the past and 

events in the present 

EYFS 

- Communicate knowledge through: discussion, roleplay, 

sorting, drawing pictures 

- Artefacts and use of technology 

EYFS 

- compare similarities and differences of their own lives and 

changes over time. For example When I was a baby? 

-  discuss the changes that have occurred for parents and 

grandparents eg technology and transport.  

EYFS 

- Use stories to encourage children to distin-

guish between fact and fiction and make links to   

historical events and their significance and 

impact 

EYFS 

Fairytales 

Monarchy 

Conflict 

Trade/Industry  

  

Guy Fawkes & the Gunpowder Plot  

Conflict  

Legacy/Change 

 

Space/transport 

Legacy/Change 

 

All about me  

Legacy/Change 

 

Maths 

Trade/Industry  



 

 


